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Birds in the Hand – A snapshot of the 2017 banding season 

by Libby Megna 

It’s 5:30 am and cold. Already the mosquitoes are whining and grass pollen is invading my sinuses, but it’s all going to be 
worth it. Intrepid volunteers help me unpack the equipment box and sort the nets, pull out the data sheets and set up 
the banding kit. We are at the LIND station near Centennial, and we have committed to getting up excessively early to 
band birds for the MAPS Program. 
  
MAPS is a continent-wide breeding-season banding program overseen by the Institute for Bird Populations. MAPS stands 
for Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survival—basically, we want to learn how well bird populations are faring. By 
banding birds on territory during the breeding season, at the same place and over many years, we can estimate how 
long they live and how many offspring they produce.  
 
Individual MAPS stations are often run by local agencies and staffed by volunteers. The LIND station has been active 
since 2001, is run by Audubon Rockies and relies on volunteer power. The station is hosted by Fred and Stephanie 
Lindzey, who own excellent riparian habitat that features the only Veeries, Northern Waterthrushes, and Gray Catbirds 
that I have found in Albany County. The mosquitoes are brutal, but the riparian bird species make up for it! 

 



Banding Station Highlights 
Keyhole State Park Bird Banding Station – near Pine Haven, WY (KEYS) 
Station Managers: Jacelyn and Dusty Downey 
Established: 2007  
 
Most numerous birds banded 
1. Yellow Warbler – 31 
2. Common Yellow Throat/American Robin – 23 
3. Bullocks Oriole – 11 
4. Orchard Oriole – 9 
5. House Wren/Spotted Towhee – 7 
 
Number of birds banded – 182 (151 new, 6 unbanded, 24 
recaptured) 

Bird Population Trends – This year we continued to see the decrease in Lark Sparrows, however the Orchard Orioles and 
Eastern Kingbird numbers continue to increase.  

Cool birds seen but not banded – There were nesting Wood Ducks, Caspian Terns, a bald eagle family, many osprey, and 
we caught a fish in the net again, presumably from the Kingfisher! 

Number of species recorded – 57, We had to cut two of our banding days shorts due to rain so the overall number of 
birds captured and seen was down significantly from years previous. 

Station Heroes – Devon Energy, Keyhole State Park, and T. Maxted for generous donations and all the volunteers, many 
of which have been faithful for 10 years! Thank you so much! 

Special visitors and other activities – 
Some highlights were our teenaged 
visitor from out of the country, help 
from the Youth Conservation Corps, 
The Black Hills Academy, Dirty Fun 
Camp and the Camp Keyhole Kids. This 
year we participated in the Bird 
Genoscape Project focusing on the 
Common Yellowthroat.  This project 
uses DNA to create the first maps 
identifying the population-specific 
migration paths of several bird species 
and their sub-groups to determine 
where conservation is needed most.  

Learn more at: 
https://www.birdgenoscape.org/ 

 

 

 

 



 

Lindzey Ranch Bird Banding Station –Near Laramie, WY (LIND) 

Station Managers: Alison Holloran and Libby Megna 
Established: 2001 (earlier through UW) 
 
Most numerous birds banded 
1. Yellow Warbler – 118  
2. Song Sparrow – 34  
3. American Goldfinch – 23  
4. Gray Catbird – 15  
5. Veery – 14  
 
Number of birds banded – 322 (229 new, 21 unbanded, 75 
recaptured) 
 

Unusual birds banded – A Wilson’s Snipe that flew into the net as Zach and I were standing by it was the weirdest. We 
got three species of hummingbirds in the nets: Broad-tailed, Rufous, and Calliope. A Williamson’s Sapsucker and Yellow-
breasted Chat were unusual for the station. 
 
Cool birds seen but not banded – The resident Sandhill Cranes were present again this year. We saw a Bald Eagle on one 
banding day, but they didn’t seem to be nesting nearby this year. 
 
Number of species recorded – 37 species captured in the nets, 63 total species encountered 
 
Station Heroes – Laramie Audubon and Audubon Rockies provided equipment. Many volunteers provided their help and 
time!  
 
Special Visitors – University of Pittsburgh, Laramie Audubon, Cheyenne Audubon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park - near Casper, WY (EKWS) 
Station Manager: Zach Hutchinson 
Established: 2016  
 
Most numerous birds banded 
1. Yellow Warbler - 56 
2. House Wren - 23 
3. American Robin - 20 
4. Western Wood-Pewee - 10 
5. American Goldfinch - 8 
 

Number of birds banded – 235 (168 new, 33 unbanded, 34 recaptured) 
 
Unusual birds banded – Mid-season, we captured a Common Nighthawk! Usually these aerial hunters are too high for 
any of our nets, but we got lucky and caught one coming off a low roost. 
 
Cool birds seen – On the first day of banding, we had a Summer Tanager fly 
over the station! 
 
Number of species recorded – 29 species captured in the nets, 57 total species 
encountered 
 
Station Heroes – Natrona County Recreation Joint Powers Board, Murie 
Audubon Society, & Edness Kimball Wilkins State Park 
 
Special Visitors – Many students and campers from local groups! 
  

 
Bart & Liz Rea Cabin - near Casper, WY (BART) 
Station Manager: Zach Hutchinson 
Established: 2017 
 
Most numerous birds banded 
1. MacGillivray’s Warbler - 11 
2. Dark-eyed Junco - 9 
3. Green-tailed Towhee - 6 
4. Dusky Flycatcher - 5 
 
Number of birds banded – 118 (71 new, 32 unbanded, 15 recaptured) 
 
Unusual birds banded – This was our first season on the mountain, so who’s 
to say what is unusual yet! 
 
Cool birds seen – We had multiple sightings of Red Crossbill and we saw a 
Lewis’ Woodpecker. 
 

Number of species recorded – 22 species captured in the nets, 49 total species encountered 
 
Station Heroes – Natrona County Recreation Joint Powers Board, Murie Audubon, and the Rea Family 

 

 



The Life and Times of a Bird Bander: Tammy Maxted and her niece Katelyn   

By Jacelyn Downey 

Last year, we highlighted a long-time bird bander: Dr. Oakleigh Thorne II. He’d been bird banding for decades. This year, 
we check in with a newly minted bander and her aunt. Families that band together are not new at many of our stations. 
Raven tagged along with her mother and grandmother to the first season of the KEYS station 10 years ago and all three 

kept coming back. Jett talked his grandmother into bringing him to 
the banding station and they both are now experienced banders and 
a great asset to the volunteer team. Of course our own daughters 
have been banding with us right from the start. I think the family 
connections are what make this citizen science program so special. It 
creates opportunities to spend time outdoors with family and 
friends in a way that really makes a difference for birds.   

Let’s catch up with Tammy and Katelyn to learn more about their life 
and times as bird banders. 

Question: What made you interested in birds?  
 
Tammy: As a kid I always wanted to ride on the backs or fly away 

like a bird (truth is I still do). Their songs, wings, and little activities. When camping in the mountains I would feed them 
from my hand. Gray Jays and Rocky Mountain Chickadees.  It took a long time for them to trust me. At my job I had an 
office on the 2nd floor with a Crab Apple tree out my window and every year birds would migrate through.  I'd carry my 
bird book and binoculars to work. In one of the offices down stairs, there was a wildlife/bird rehab center. On the way to 
work one day I notice an American Kestrel in the street that had been hurt, I told the corner bird office that I saw a 
falcon (yes, I said falcon) that could use their help.  They found it and took it to the rehab center.  My employer was a 
member of Audubon and nine years ago she invited me to go along to a banding training at Keyhole and I've been 
attending every year since.  
 
Katelyn: My Aunt Tammy took me birding. I wasn't interested in birds until I went the first time. Now I have a bird book 
and check off the birds I see. 
 
Question: What keeps you coming back to bird banding? 
 
Me: I am still learning. The more I think I've learned the less I know. *All the different stages, ages, male vs female keeps 
me intrigued and a bit frustrated at times.  I love the outdoor activity and exercise. Jacelyn and Dusty are great teachers 
and very patient. The atmosphere is casual and I love the puzzle of taking the birds out of the nets and seeing the face of 
the kids and adults when you place the bird in their hand to release it.  I have so much fun that I wanted to share the 
little birds and I wanted to spend more time with Katelyn.  My niece and I study our material together to refresh our 
tasks.  It amazes me how so many people are not aware or don't care about birds. (I believe this is the 3rd yr of banding 
for my niece but this year she has been able to attend more. We got her mother, her cousin, and father involved this 
year). 
 
Katelyn: I like the one-on-one with the birds. Catching them in the nets and the process of learning. It was fun getting to 
show my mom and dad my new skills and the importance of bird banding. I like doing it; it's fun and helps save the lives 
of birds!   
 
Both Tammy and Katelyn live in Gillette, WY. Tammy works for the Department of Workforce Services and Katelyn will 
be in 5th grade this upcoming school year.  
 
 
 



 
Hungry for more Citizen Science? 

 
 
Continue your enthusiasm for birds through the fall with the Audubon Rockies owl banding station on Casper Mountain. 
Opportunities start October 9th and continue through November 4th every night 6 PM to Midnight. To register e-mail 
Zach at zhutchinson@audubon.org. 
 
Participate in Audubon’s 118th Christmas Bird Count. Counts are taking place December 14th through January 6th in a 
community near you. Learn more at:  http://www.audubon.org/content/join-christmas-bird-count 
 
Taking place year-round everywhere: e-bird! E-bird is a great outlet to record and report your bird watching results 
anytime, anywhere. Learn more: http://ebird.org/content/ebird/ 
 
  

http://www.audubon.org/content/join-christmas-bird-count
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/

