
Riparian Habitat Flashcards

Riparian Habitat

What is a riparian habitat?

Why are riparian habitats important? 

How are riparian habitats doing? 

Riparian habitats are thin ribbons in the Wyoming landscape. They have never been very common in our state. 

Rivers attract people as well as wildlife, and human uses of riparian habitats can cause problems for animals in the 

river and along its banks. We should be careful with our riparian areas. They are important to people and wildlife 

alike.

In a dry climate like Wyoming has, water is a precious thing for nearly all living things. Riparian habitats offer shelter and food 

near water and attract many wild animals as a result. Birds and mammals often use riparian areas as routes for their 

migrations as well.
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river or stream or adjacent to a lake. Riparian habitats include shallow backwaters; marshes and oxbow lakes in 

flood plains; meadows of sedges and rushes; willow flats; and strands of cottonwood trees.
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Beaver Moose

Bald EagleMink

Great Blue HeronOsprey
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American DipperYellow-headed Blackbird

Cutthroat TroutCommon Snapping Turtle

Yellow-billed CuckooCommon Merganser
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WillowPlains Cottonwood

Mayfly (adult)Mayfly (larvae)

The Sun
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