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Why is the Sagebrush Steppe important? 

Sagebrush Steppe Ecosystem

What is the Sagebrush Steppe? 
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cold and windy in the winter, has a high elevation, and is mostly flat. Does that sound like places you know in 

Wyoming? Almost half of the state of Wyoming is considered a Sagebrush Steppe Ecosystem.

So how do plants and animals live in this ecosystem? 

Plants that live there, like sagebrush, use the plentiful sunlight to make its food. Many plants will store water when it is 

available so that they can survive times when it is dry. Animals, like the pronghorn and the sage-grouse, depend on sagebrush 

for food, shelter, and even water that is stored in the plant.

To humans, the Sagebrush Steppe Ecosystem can look empty, without any life at all, but when you take a closer 

look at these large open areas covered with sagebrush, grasses, and other plants you can see that there are 

actually quite a lot of animals who call the Sagebrush Steppe Ecosystem their home. In fact, 400 types or species of 

plants provide habitat, food, and even water for over 250 species of animals.
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